© CHRIST the 0% PoonparIon 


SERM 0 N- 


. „„ * 


New CHAPEL,” 


In amen. mn. near ohe 


a 2 — 
8 bs 6 * e * I 4 > Ws ax 4th * 
"<a r n wy : pe Ss 4 Rr 2 3 2 
' - — r 24 P w* & wh 8 > 
* * » 4 
— F ma 


oN 


27 up > vt 


Tour 
"7 


I 


Ha, January the oth, 17 5% 


DR * x 
— * 


; 


Occatonl bythe Darn of th lv 


Reverend Mr. Fames n 


B WILETAM οο ? 


ys SR Nt 


tz En 


> 


N 
. * 
= — -- 


2 
Me 


* 
W 
— — 
n 2 WAS 


INES 
gt 


"x 
Eq 5 


Eno cred: 
bn > a 


v4 ION D 5 0 N: 
Sold by G. Kirn, at the Bible in Gract-Church-Street ; To 
2 * niet tie Fhctabag 


D 


« a 72 7 


LEES 


' i# 2 2:4» * 
4 


2 * 


* 
OL, * 
87 
-% . 
r 


FP 
Ka 


s 
1 


#35 


, 1 
> 
4 4-4 Ea, 
. 
% 
6 -= * ; 
of , n — "IF 8 * 
* # . : F # 
* 8 % * * ? £ 0 
4 \ . 
> , — ** * * * ow L * 
m 
ö * "% o PR 
2 Ss 4 * 
> 5 * 
1 F. 
, * "x r — ty * — 
29 5 2 I - 
£* A. 3 * 4 "I N 1 
* 
1 2 : 
s 
* * iS 
A * * 
h * * ; oy n 8 4 * 
1 fy * k * 1 8 * 0 
4 8 14 ow 46 + Sj * — 
— - - * 828 * * LY 
" © =» % 
| 1 
* oY % K 
* 
LI 
{ 
” * * WL * : 
K FA — —— 1 o PRC 4 * „5% v * . * 5 6 * 
1 * . * 
* 4 6 * * — 4 1 43 5 . 
p > % % bo o 1 8 N 0 
7 IP . 
PR” " * g 3 8 £4 > 2 . 
W- 1 - ” * — - 4 -  F 4 4 # 
0 . by y 
4 | 
8 „ SY . "4 * 
8 n £64» v 6 — 3 N 
2 4 * . 4 | . * 4 
* 4 - * — 99 7 © & * * au 4. 980 
13 
* 
.. * 7 pu $49 > * 82 — * »- * — - - 
I 4 : , . l : % 2 * * wv * 
2 * 11 £4 % N f 1 5 4 
, — — * o OTI 
A. OY 1 
* - : 
* "EF." 
* 
* 
6 *, 
85 
a © 0 
— * — * 
. | 4 N 1 9 
828 © > 4. ” + 4 * 
2 
* 8 fe 1 \ hi. — . ' K N 8 
89 + q ' , l : 
1 8 N * 
Y \ » 4s — D 
Ww 4 * — — by. © * * « 
* - - * » 
* : 4 5 \ * 
- 
: * 
10 * 


* 
* 
a 
by 


——_ — — 


. 1 * 
. 


„ 2 1 


1 ² he 0 PM IO WOTS > "7" 
1 . ; a 


q 4 * 
+ 1 
n 5 
. 
Ci 
| g 
* 
' 
\ if * — -+, \ at. — 
2 — T 
* * „* 5 1 F * 
k. , 13 . ; . 
* — Kt . . 1 


79 


3 
wo 
4 
* - 


_ 


P? , 
yo : = ;F « 8 41 1 — * 5 
1 s 4 5 2 F d -# Kb EF WS I : A + a Mb i * 
SY 47 Tis 7 r | # 165 A 
* S 2 4 : N 1 5 0 2 \ a 4 ; 
* » 


* 
* * 1 2 
5 


1 


49 
5 Eb ii. 29, 305 31. . 


Land 1 now eee thy feruant deport in feder 
atcrording to thy word. Hor mine eyes baue fam 


* ſaluation: which thou 215 e 
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O this purpoſe, ene 
"as I am informed, did that precious ſer- 
vant of Jeſus Chriſt expreſs himſelf," to 

whoſe memory I appropriate this diſcourſe. 
He uttered them with an intire calmneſs, and com- 
poſure of mind, at a time when the phyſieian in- 
formed him he had but few hours to live, and im a 
manner which ſhewed they were the very language 
of his faith. It muſt be owned, the application of 
them by Simeon, bears ſomething peculiar to himſelß; 
he had been waiting for the promiſed Meſfiah, for 
the conſolation of J/fracl + And the Holy Gbes wa, 
pon him (in that peculiar manner that the holy men 
of old ſpake by the Holy Ghoſt before the _—_ 
tures were perfected) and it was revealed unto bim 
by the Holy Gbeſt, that be ſhould no, ſee death, before 
be bad ſeen the Lord's Chriſt. and be came by" the 
{fame extraordinary direction of the) Spirit into ube 
temple ; and when the parents brought in the child Je- 
ſus, to do for bim after the euſtom of the lau ; than 
he took bim up in his arms and bleſſed Cod, and ſaid, 
"0" now let teſt thou 15 2 depart in peace ac- 
er a 


141 „ 
b to thy word, for mine eyes have ſeen thy ſal- 
5415 on ;. which WY, Hef pripered before, ihe Jace. 
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In this Slaves was iviledgel 5 all the fa 

thers ; they dyed ag went to glory. in faith of his 
coming, but as an addition to Simean's joy, before 
he departed, he ſaw and embraced the babe; the 
Jong expected promiſed ſeed ; he beheld with his 
eyes that ſeed of David, and King of the true ſpi- 
ritual 1/ael gathered out of all nations, whoſe king- 
dom ſhould be for ever and ever. 

Setting aſide this peculiarity, Simeon's view, his 
ene diſcovery is the priviledge of every true be- 
cliever; and the words may be adopted by every 
child of truth. For, 1/. Simeon not only with the 
eye of his body, but with the eye of his under- 
ſtanding, beheld that babe as the ſalvation of God. 
adh, He beheld him as a ſalvation prepared before 
the face of all people. 34d/y, He beheld him as the 
foundation, the only foundation on which he could 
depart out of this world in peace. In theſe three 

particulars I would conſider the words, and after- 
wards endeavour a ſuitable application. 

Firſt, J ſhall conſider the babe in Simeon's arms, 
as THE ONLY SALVATION OF GOD. What is in- 
tended hereby, may appear more fully, by taking 
it in the following view. When man departed from 
the revelation God had made to him concerning the 
forbidden - tree; when he liſtened to the falſe gloſs 
of ſatan, and tranſgreſſed againſt the expreſs com- 
mand of his Maker, he found himſelf naked, 
: * indeed! for he found himſelf diveſted of that 
. word 


s Verls 29 —31 « 


1 v1. 
ward: of the Lord Which was his proper Bg and 
life: he could no more conceive of God as a friend, 
but had a certain dread of aun "a fearful 
expectation of judgment ri 


Such as all his children feel, when like him, being 


now fallen, we remember our caſe and our tranſgteſ- 
ſion. The important queſtion of his ſoul was now. 


Ho ſhall I eſcape? where with ſhall God be pleaſed? 


He heard the:voice of 'the Lord God walking in the 
garden in the cool of the day *, but eonſcious tohim- 


ſelf he could nor ſtand * him, he flies; he hides 


himſelf amongſt the trees in the" garden. But will 
this do? Whither ſhall be go from his ſpirit? or 
whither ſhall be -flee from bis 3 God calls to 
him, he owns his wretched condition, and that he 
could not ſtand in his ſight; yet tries, if he could 
make a pitiful excuſe ſerve the turn, by caſting the 
reflection on his Maker, as giving him a woman that 


had led him aſide. This was poor Adam's repen- 
tance, this was all the preparation he had for the 
mercy of God, and eternal life; nor has any of 


his children more, whatever men may pretend to 


untill they are begotten again unto a lively hope, by 


the reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt from the dead. When 


conſcious to themſelves that they are guilty, naked, 


and open thereby to the divine wrath, they attempt 
to coyer themſelves with the fig-leaves of their own 
righteouſneſs; yet, after all, they cannot bear the 

preſence, nor liſten to the real voice of Jehovab, either 


in their conſciences, or in his revealed law. While 
they can deceive themſelves in falſe notions and vain 
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| T6 7 
and profes to love him i but chen it muſt be ubder- 
ſtood, as anſwering that character in which they have 
falſely conceived of him, which ia fact is nbt-the 
true God, but rather he idol of their imagination 
When his true character is drawn according to the 
| his ſtrict —5 brought home to them. 
and he is found to be a God that taketh verigeance, 
when driven to a point, then, like Adam. ey ar 
ready to caſt reflections upon God himſalf : 
In theſe circumſtances ſtood poor unhappy man, 
his: communion with God broken, - wiſhing) himſelf 
at the utmoſt diſtance. from him, and when obliged 
to appear before him, palliating his crime, by lay» 
ing it partly upon his Maker. In theſe circumſtantes 
was he, when God proceeded to ſentence, and firſt 
began with the ; ſerpent. But oh! how a i 
demning ſentence, revealed a gracious promiſe uf 
ſalvation, for the faith and hope of fallen! mau. 


Here the myſtery of grace began to ſhine forth, when 


the great Jebovab pronounced thoſe , reviving words, 
will put enmity: between . thy ſeed and her fu, be 
Hull bruiſe thy bead and thou ſhalt bruiſe; his heel d 
Here ſalvation was promiſed, not to any performante 
of fallen guilty: man, whether by his own will, or 
by.divine-afliſtance.z but ſalvation, in and by another 
who was. OR OA EIT 
the babe in Simeon's arms. 271g. 
Thus, fallen man that had farfeined, liokappitaddy 
42 incurred eternal diſpleaſure, by a departure from 
the: dur of his creator; had now a door of hope 
3 by another divine declaration. This trath 
ſeemed 
4 Ga. 15, 3.5 0092-4 


* 
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to be the faith of Eve, when ſhe ſaid on the 
birth of Cain, I have gotten the man, the Lord. 
23 (he miſtook the perſon, ſhe appeared not 

. "ro miſtake the nature of the promiſe, that à mas, 
the Lord, ſhould proceed from her, who ſhould 
bruiſe the ferpent's head. This truth becoming 
Aas Faith, we are told he offered unto God a moe | 
excellent ſacrifice than Cain; and obtained witneſs, 
that he was rigliteous, even as Abraham vbelirvad 
Cad, and it (that N he r 
him for rigbteouſusſt. Nn 
Ti Here began the W n hach ever 
Hs ſubfifted in the world, betwerm ei, vid vE- 
fered in faith of the promiſe of: ſalvation by another, 
und Cain, who being blind to this, offried in this 
_ own name, and was wrath, becauſe he thought him- 


. 


ſelf as deſerving as Abel, yer was not 6 well e- 


cepted;- This ruib of the promiſed ſeed, and ſal- 
vation by his Victory, was che fairb of all the fu- 
'thers, and the expectation of all vho were Uivinely 
eſtoemed 2b conſolation of Iſrael, and they lived and 
died waiting for him. Simeon here ſtiles him God's 
ſalvation ; not barely a Saviour, as only direting, 
helping, or even doing ſomething in order to fave, 
but ſalvation itſelf; God's ſalvation, as being, in him 
felf,” à ſufficient ptoviſion for the moſt guilty and 
wretched. Simson might call him ſo, not only as 
agreeable to the original promiſe, but to many other 
divine declarations. Jacob fays, Gen klix 18. Tb - 
waited for thy ſalvation ; and Iſaiah, Behold a king 
Hall reign in righteouſneſs — Aud a man (or that man) 


180 
| foal be as an hiding place from the "winid, and a-covert 
from the tempeſt; xxxii. 1, 2. God's | ſalvation to 
tbe ends of the earth, xlix. 6. Bebold thy ſalun- 
tion cometh, Ixii. 11. ſays the royal Pſalmiſt, O. 
that the ſalvation 'of Iſrael were come out. of Zion! 
Pſalm liii. 6. And in agreement with theſe teſti- 
monies, ſaith the apoſtle, Neither: is there ſalvation 
in am other, for there is none other name given amongſt 
men, whereby we muſt: be ſaved;"-but the name of Je- 
fas, Acts iv. 12. And again, 1 e 
i ſent to the Gentiles, xxviii. 28. | 
The prophecies were at laſt fulfilled, the fulnef 
of time for the accompliſhmerit of God's promiſe 
was now come, and the Son of God, who was Cod, 
and in the beginning, as the eternal word, ſpake all 
things into being, was made of à woman, aſſumed 
that body prepared for him by the Holy Ghoſt, in 
drder to accompliſh the will af the Father; who 
could not hitherto be pleaſed with all the works, vir- 
tunes, offerings, ſacrifices, or burnt- offeringa, offered 
by ſinful man, though of his dun appointment. 
Theſe might ſerve as 4 ſbadom of heavenly things, 
Jut \ the beavenly things tbemſelves (the divine good 
- Pleaſure, and bleſſings connected therewith.) mit haue 
better | ſacrifices than theſe *, even the ſacrifice of him 
. who had ſaid by the Plalmiſt; Lo, I come h, and nor 
appeared in fleſh, and that holy thing born of the vir 
gin was called (by the ſame name as he that created 
the worlds) The Son of Gd. 
| "This was th babe in dee arms, hich f. 


4 behold- 
John i. 1 1. "> Gal. i 4 eb. iz: = i 
-» Pſalm xl. 6. Heb. x. $--- 10. i Luke i. 35. Gen. : 
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19 1 | 
beholding in this believing view, ſaid, Lord, nous 
 tetteſt thou thy ſervant depart in peace, according t0 thy 

word, for mine eyes bave ſeen thy ſalvation. This 
was that ſalvacion for which thoſe taught of God be- 
fore his coming waited, this was the promiſed Shilob 
1e whom the people ſhould be gathered * out of all na- 
tions under heaven, and as ſuch was. . | 
. 2dly, The ſalvation of God prepared before the Face 
of all people. The partition wall muſt now be broken 
down, and Jew and Gentile ſtand upon a level. The 
© choſen nation is not now any more a wordly kingdom, 
but a ſpiritual and eternal kingdom, compoſed of the 
bleſſed few who in the ſeveral ages of the world are 
begotten by the truth of the goſpel", out of every land, 
nation, kinared, People, and tongue m. and who, with 
thoſe that went to glory in truſt of his coming, are 
now formed into one body, of which Chriſt is the 
7 bead; a kingdom (tho' not of this world) of which 
| Jeſus is the everlaſting King; a building, of which 
this Rock of [rae is the chief corner-ſtone, grow- h 
ing daily by the acceſſion of freſh members to. as B 
holy Temple in. the Lord; for an babitation of Cad | 1 
through the. Spirit n. This is the general aſſembly, L 
and church of the firft-born, whoſe names are written 
in heaven; according to the propheſy of Jacob, 40 
him ſhall the gathering of the people be. 

And in becoming a righteouſneſs and 2 ſacrifice ; 
for both Jew and Gentile, without diſtinction, he 
hath reconciled both unt# Cod in one body by the croſs, 

having flain the enmity thereby, and came and preached 
Feger to them that are far 4 as well as them that 
are 


3 e i. 18. 1 Pet. i. 85 | = Rev. | 
v. 9. © Eph, t OBA * 


0 


F 


fs) 

vrt nigb; .\ that through bim, and not by any work of 
righteouſneſs that we have done, te, both Jew and 
Vencile, might have nccefs-by ont Spirit unto the Father . 

When this our great Redeemer and ſalvation had 
accompliſhed tbe work that was given him to do, 
when he had finiſhed tranſereſſion, made an end of = - 
and brought in everlaſting righteouſneſs a, wherewith 
God declared himſelf well- pleaſed; not only by voice 
from beaven, but alſo by bis reſurrefjon from tbe 
dead; he then commanded his diſciples to go into all 
the world, and preach the goſpel to every creature. 
To pteach the glad tidings, that in Chrift there was 
'a "righteouſneſs and ſalvation, prepared not for the 
(Jews only, but before the face of all people; ſuch a 
[righteouſneſs as God could be pleaſed in, and on 
that account alone, juſtify, and give eternal life to the 
moſt guilty. That God had given to them eternal 
'Bfe in bim a, and that in bis name was preach'd to 
"them the remiſſion of fins * ; that in bis nome whoſorver 
velieveth in bim ſhould receive remiſſion of fins *, with all 
'the eternal bleſſings connected therewith. - If any 
man aſked the queſtion, What maſt I do to be ſaved? 
The anſwer was, Believe on the Lord Feſus Chriſt, 
ceaſe from all attempts to be accepted with God in 
any performance of thine, and live by the righte- 
ouſneſs and ſalvation prepared in Jeſus for the moſt 
guilty, and thou" ſhalt be ſaved*. Thus it appears, 
that Jeſus is not only God's ſalvation, but a falva- 
tion prepared before the face of all people, _ 5 


gathering of Jew and Gentile into one body. 
"Ps He is the only foundation on which we can 


2 


© Eph. ii. 13 18. | * Dan, ix, 94. 1 John v. 11. 
- AQ kai 38. 1 0 n 43. Aas xl. gi. * 
* 


(x 119 | 

8 out of this world in peace ; I mean in the perk | 
of God, in the good pleaſure of heaven, which is the 

comfort of the Chriſtian here, his ſupport in death, 

and his joy in eternal glory. This will appear by 
conſidering the juſtice of God; the evil of ſin; the 

inſufficiency of our own performances; and the full 

ſufficiency of Jeſus. 

1. The juſtice of God: Whatever may be ſaid or 
thought of God, as a God of love, this part of his 
character ſtands in no oppoſition to, but in harmony 

with, his infinite and unalterable juſtice. The notion 
the generality entertain of this part 6f the divine 
character, ſeems to be borrowed from the ideas of 
what is called, a good · natured complaiſant man, who 
is not eaſily provoked, but will over- look many evils 
and offences againſt himſelf, before he is raiſed to a ; 
paſſion; and, when he is ſo provoked, is, with an 
humble acknowledgment of the fault, brought into 
temper again. Such a good-natured man as this, is [ 
eonfeſſedly often impoſed on, in preſumption of this | 
eaſy diſpoſition ; his neareſt dependants frequently 

impoſe on him, and ſay, If I at ever ſo contrary 
4 to his mind in ſuch an affair, when I have gained 
© my point, as he is a good-natured man, I ſhall 

_ © eafily'make it up again.” I believe the conſciences | 
of many will bear me out, that this is the generally 4 
conceived notion of God, as a God of love and mer- 1 
cy; and that there is more of the practice of man 
built upon this falſe notion of him, than of any other 
principle whatever. But is this the true character of 

the judge of all the earth u? Does this character cax- 

reſpond with that natural fear and dread of Gd, 

B . 


| "» er xvii, 28. | 
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| which is his voice in the conſcience of every man ups 


on the remembrance of ſin, and of which the ſcrip- 
ture ſaith, as his fear is, ſo is his wrath v: If our bearts 
condemn-us, God is greater than our hearts, and know- 
eib all things *? Far from it. It is a conception of 
God ſo directly oppoſite unto his true character, 


that it may rather be affirmed to be that character 


which the grand Deceiver of mankind has drawn to 
miſlead men, and entice them to venture on all dif- . 


adedience with intrepidity. 


The character of God by the ſcripture, is, that he 
is @ jealous God; his very love to good, is wrath 
againſt all evil N unrighteouſneſs of men * or angels. 


HFis actions has verified this in the fall of angels who 
kept not their beginning *, being lifted up with pride, 


and were doomed to everlaſting deſtruction. 

2dly, In the fall of man, who by one departure from 
the truth of what God had revealed to him, was not 
enly condemned himſelf, but like the rebellion of a 
ſubje& from his prince, entailed deſtruction upon all 
his poſterity. 

 3dhy, In the divine reply to thoſe who complained 


| becauſe they ſuffered for the fins of their parents, 


wanted the Lord to act towards them upon th he 
ing of equity; he told them, if he did ſo, The righ- 
reouſueſs of the righteous ſhall not deliver bim in the 
day of his tranſgreſſion. When the righteous man 
turneth from his righteouſneſs, and committeth iniquity, 
he tall even die thereby b. All his righiecuſneſs that be 
hath done fhall not be mentioned, in his treſpaſs that be 
bas treſpaſſed, and in his fin that be has fonned, in them 


"hal 
. x 1 John «an. „ Exod. 8 


2 Rom. i. 18. 2 Jude 6. b Ezek, xxiii. 12, 18. 


1 


halt" he de e. This is God's own deſcription of che 


nature of his juſtice, and ſhall we not believe him? 
Atbhy, His unchangeable juſtice is farther declared 


in that ſentence of the law which pronounces, Curſed 


is every man that continueth not in all things written 


in the book of the law to do them*. And again, whe 
he ſaith, The ſoul that ſinetb, it ſhall die ©. | 

But the moſt awful diſplay of divine Juſtice, as. 
pears in the vengeance executed on God's own Son. 


Can no contrition, repentance, performance, work, or 


offering, appeaſe the wrath of heaven, but the death 


F 


of God's own. Son for the guilty ? Muſt this moſt - 


ſovereign proviſion of grace be found out to declare 
Gods juſtice or righteouſneſs in the remiſſion of fins f 
Then is God juft indeed! Muſt this Son of God, 
when ſtanding in the place of the guilty ſinner, as the 
holy and juft one /uffering for the unjuſt s, muſt he 


drink the very dregs of the cup of wrath ? Ts there 


no mitigation of the ſentence when executed on God's 


beloved Son? Then is God infinitely juſt! and well may 
our Saviour's words be remembered, If theſe things 
are done in the green tree, what ſhall be done in the © 


dry h If it pleaſed the Lord thus to bruiſe him, his 
own beloved Son, when only ſtanding in the place of 
the tranſgreſſor, and ſuffering as the juſt for the un- 
juſt, what ſhall become of him who is only fit fuel 
for eternal vengeance ? Who can abide the day of his 
anger? Or what man pretend to ſtand before him, 
even if he had but one tranſgreſſion? And who can 
depart out of this world in ſolid peace, but the man 


that is taught of God to reſt upon the only founda- 


tion 


© Exck. xvii. 24; Gal. f. 10, Fick. , 4, 20, 
Nom, ii. 25, 25. 5 1 Pet. iii, 18, Þ Luke xxiii. 31. 
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14 1 
tion ae God hath laid in Zion 2 This-will farchdy 
appear if we conſider, 

2. The evil of ſin. It is, in the heated. 
© rebellion againſt heaven, ſpiritual high-treaſon againſt 
the divine majeſty. It proceeds on the fond pre- 
ſumption, that God is altogether ſuch a one as our- 
' ſelves, that we ſhall gain our point whether he wi 
or no, and ſhall eſcape in our oppoſition with i 
punity, It ſets his truth, power, and juſtice, at 4 
_ fiance, and ſtands in ſuch, oppoſition thereto, that 
either he muſt be changeable, or we muſt periſh, un- 
leſs delievered by the happy expedient. of ſovereign 
grace haxmonizing with infinite juſtice, The angels, 
mighty in power and ſtrength, were not able to re- 
cover, when once they had proudly lifted up them · 
ſelves againſt their creator. And wretched man, 
when once he had departed from his allegiance, was 
| for ever diſcarded from any right ta re-enter his pri- 
mitive paradiſe. Cherubims, and a flaming ſword, (being 
placed) which turned every way to keep the way of the 
tree of life . What other foundation then can there be 
found, for man to depart out of this world in ſolid 
peace, but by beholding the ſalvation which God 
hath prepared before the face of all people ? This is 
confirmed, 


3. By the inſu iciency of our beſt performances. Are 
they not all tainted with fin? May we not ſay with 
| Jfaiab, All our righteouſneſſes are as filthy rags x; and 
; with David, Euter not into judgment with thy ſervant, 

O Lord, for in thy fight ſhall no man living bg juſtified }; 

and with Paul, By the deeds of the law ſpall no "flap 


” juſtifed : for by the law is the knowledge of 


fin, © 


F Cen. 24 * Ig iv. 6. Ff. exit. 2. 
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fin w. And where ſin is found there cannot be jn 
fication, and where there cannot-be Juſtification, 
there can be no ſtanding before a juſ God. This: 
was the voice of all the ſacrifices under the law, 
for if our other performances could have ſufficed, 
what need was there for the blood of bullocks and 
of goats? and if the blood of bullocks or of goats 
could have took away ſin, what need was there of 

the prieftbood or ſacrifice of the Son of God? Hence 
we may fee, that every attempt to enter into life, by 
our own obedience, is highly criminal, as it is ac- 
counting the blood of Jeſus of none effect; and, 
moreover, an oppoſition both of the revealed juſtice 
and mercy of God. How then, can any mandepart.. 
out of this world in peace, except he beholds an 
Son of God as his ſalvation. -' 

Laſtly, This will alſo appear, by conſidering 4 
ful ſuſficiency of Jeſus, which is apparent in the T 
vine declarations concerning the perfection of * 
work, before he was manifeſted in the fleſh ; that 11 
ſhould brui/e the bead of the ſerpent .. That all na- 
tions ſpould be bleſſed in bim. That bis tbrons ſhould 
be eſtabliſped for ever v.— That help was laid upon one 
that was mighty 1.— That he ſhould bring forth judę· 
ment unto victory — magnify the law, and make it bo- 
nourable *.—That be ſhould ſee of the travail of bis 
| ſoul, and ſhall, be ſatisfied *— well pleaſed for bis 
righteouſneſs ſake u.— That he ſhould Anz tranſpreſ- 
ion, make an end of. fin, and bring in everlaſting 
oath — That name ſhould be called, the 


| Lord 

= Ram. iii. 20, Gen. ii. 18. + Gal. . 6. 

„ x Chron. xvii. 14. Pfa. > 19, Mat. xii. | 
40. Ig. ali, 21, + Ia, li, „ Ifa. Mii. as 
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Land. our righteouſneſs *. And is he not 4 ſufficient 

righteouſneſs for the guilty, of whom theſe things 
are ſaid ? 

ak his firſt appearance in the wok; inal hymn'd 

his birth, with glory to God in the higheſt, on earth 

peace, good will towards men J. The Father bore 


teſtimony by a voice from heaven, This is my belov- 
ad Son, in whom 1 am well pleaſed :. Moſes and Elias 
appeared as the law and the prophets, to witneſs their 
acquieſcence in this declaration, as being the termi- 
nating point of their miniſtry ; the works that he 
did, bore witneſs of him, that be had power to lay 
down bis life, and power to take it up again; 
that, for our ſakes he had ſubmitted to this, and 
received this commandment from bis Father *, He 
delared himſelf the Saviour of the loft, and the re- 

JurreZion and the life of the dead in treſpaſſes and fins. 
That he had finiſhed the work that was given him 

46 de; and when he bowed his head, and gave up 
the ghoſt, the ſame was undoubtedly confirmed and 
atteſted by his reſurrection from the dead. Being de- 
hvered for our offences, he was raiſed again for our 
Fuſtification , even ſuch a juſtification as, that, there- 
by we have peace with God, by our Lord Feſus Chriſt, 
and acceſs by faith, into this grace wherein we ſtand, 
and rejoice in hope of the glory of God ©. Says the 
fame inſpired apoſtle, there is no condemnation to them 
2hat are in Chriſt Jeſus l. And again, who Hall lay 
ny thing to the charge of God's Ele ? it is God that 
* who is he that ſhall condemn ? it is Cbriſt 


that 

* Jer. xxiii. 6. Luke ii. 14. = 2 Pet. L 17. 

4 18. + b Rom. iv. 25. 2 Rom. V. I, 2. 
4 Om. viii. 12 *. a 5 ; t 
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that Hi, yea id that is' riſen attain, and ee b 
liveth to make interceſſion for #s *. He farther tells 

us, that'in a great trial and temptation, in which he 


beſought the Lord thrice, that it might depart from 


him, the ſatisfactory anſwer he received was, my grace 
is ſufficient for thee . He tells the Corinthians, that 
Chriſt Feſus was made of God unto them Wiſdom, 
righteouſneſs, ſanfification, and redemption * ; and the 
Colaſſiaus, that they were complete in bis >. " that 
what need I ſay more, the whole ſcripture witneſſes 
the full ſufficiency of Jeſus, and that this is the only 
foundation, on which we can 1 gut of this 
world in ſolid peace. 

I now proceed to endeavour an application of what 
has been ſaid. Is Jeſus, that babe in Simeon's arms, 
the ſalvation of God? How vain is it to look for 
help elſe-where? is this the man appointed for a hi- 
ding-place from the wind, and a covert from the tem- 


peſt? Whither then, ſinners, can ye fly for ſafety, 5 


but to this city of W or what can ye lay hold 
on with confidence, but this hope ſet before yon? 

How evidently do they miſtake this matter, and in 
fact deny this great, important truth ; who, while. 
they acknowledge in words, that Chriſt is the falva- 

vation of God, are going about to eſtabliſh their 
own righteouſneſs, by placing their hopes in lame: 
thing more that they are yet to do, or to get done 1 in 
them? Tell them of Chriſt, the only ſalvation of - 
| God, they acknowledge tis true, he is ſo; but they 
appear evidently not fatisfied. What is the reaſon 
of this diſſatisfaction? They are ſeeking for Jome- 


: * Rom, viii. 33, 3 Ca © 60 Cor. i. 
30. b Col. ul 1 N 1 | 
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thing more, inſtead of beholding him God's ſalva- 
tion, fo as to be entirely ſatisfied with him: a plain 
proof they deny his ſufficiency. They would be 
comforted, could they find themſelves not ſo great 
finners as others, if they could perform duties with 
leſs defect, or with more ſuitable affections. They 
tabour to make the difference between themſelves 
and others, on this very account, that they may be 
more able to ſay at laſt, God, I thank thee, I am not 

41 other men . To be able to ſay, and think thus 
of themſelves, is far mote in their eſteem, than the 

fufficiency of Chriſt for the moſt guilty. They aim 
| rather at a character, in which they conceive them- 
ſelves more likely objects of the divine regard, than 
thoſe who are abſolutely guilty, and hell deſerving; 
Whereas, the real difference between the man, led 
by the Spirit of God, and other then, is, that the 
man divinely taught, without preferring himſelf to 
any man living, diſclaiming every performance as 
inſufficient for the divine regard, founds his hope 
intirely on a level with the guiltieſt of mankind, 
founds it intirely. on the full ſufficiency of the finiſhed 
work of Jeſus, for the moſt guilty wretch that lives. 
And the grant of it to ſuch, is his only encourage 
ment to appropriate and tall it his own. 
2. Is this a ſalvation prepated before the face of 
all people? Who that believes this can deſpair ? 
Who is there, that has not, by this declaration, an 
abyndant encouragement to draw near to God by 
him? Is ſalvation preached or proclaimed in this man's 
name unto you? Surely then, you are ſufficiently 
authoriſed to receive the gracious preſent, and adore 


Lake xvili. 14s 


1 19 1 Ts 
the aſtoniſhing mercy that hath broughrfalvition thus 
near, when you was not ſeeking for it. Seeking, 
perhaps, you was, after ſalvation, but what ſalva- 
tion? A falvation beſtowed on ſome ſincere, | pious, 
and worthy perſons; and you diſtreſſed, becauſe 
you could not, to your ſatisfaction, find yourſelves : 

| of that number. But this is not the caſe, it is ſal- 
vation prepared before the face of all people, and 
| you are one, whoever you are. Come, for all things 
are ready *, is the divine declaration; words, expreſ- 
five of falvation in Jeſus, granted as an entertain- 
ment to all people, wherein the food is the bread of 
eternal life ', and nothing needful to be done on your 
part, to entitle thereto ;, ſalvation in Chriſt, grant- 
ed to be immediately enjoyed. I acknowledge, that 
thoſe, to whom this goſpel is made effectual, be- 
lieve the truth of this report, and of the ſufficiency 
of Chriſt alone, before there can be any acts of 
coming, receiving, or appropriating. And that 
the perſwaſion or real belief of this divine encourage: 
ing truth, is a work of the ſame divine power that 
raiſed Feſus from the dead; but, as Lazarus heard 
the voice, come forth, when he heard at all, and 
came forth accordingly z fo the Pbilippian jailor 
heard and believed the divine encouragement, by 
the word of . the apoſtle, to believe on Jeſus; and 
believed,. appropriated, and truſted with confidence 
his everlaſting concerns, on the perſon and finiſhed 
work of Jeſus accordingly. And oh! that this 
truth, as it is in Jeſus, might take place in your 1 
* my dear friends; then you will, with the 
4%. jailor 


9 * Matt. zxil, 4. 1 John vi. 32s 
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jailor and with Simeon, rejoice in the falvation, pro 
pared before the face of all people. 
Laſily, Is Jeſus the foundation, the only "RIO 
tion, on which we can depart out of this world in 
peace? Then, how ſhould this be our daily life and 
comfort, which can be our only ſupport in death ? 
Ho ſhould this recommend the love of God, ma- 
nifeſted in Chriſt Fe/us ? The time of our departure 
is at hand; ſhortly our end will come; we have 
here no continuing or abiding city. Pale diſeaſe 
will ſurround us on every ſide, and oblige us to 
walk through the valley of the ſhadow of death, to 
another world. How neceſſary is it, then, to be 
ſupported and comforted with the ſalvation that is 
in Jeſus, and go up out of the wilderneſs of this 
world, leaning on our beloved? When, perhaps, we 
may be ſhortly told, that we have but a few hours 
or .a few moments more to live: what an unſpeak- 
able bleſſing !. to be able, calmly and unmoved, to 
| ay; Lord, now leiteſt thou thy ſervant depart in 
peace, for mine eyes have ſeen thy ſalvation ; as was 
the caſe with that precious ſervant of Jeſus Chriſt, 
to whoſe memory we have now beeg conſidering theſe 
words. In his death, and to his laſt moments, he 
bore witneſs of a hope and confidence of eternab liſe, 
built on the manifeſtation of the Love of God, in 
giving his Son for, and to, the moſt guilty ſinner ; 
this was teſtified abundantly, in his moſt valuable 
writings, in his daily converſation, in his diſintereſted 
fellowſhip, and ſincere friendſhip for the truth's 
| fake, as well as in his laſt moments; wherein he 
fully manifeſted an inſtance of the ſuppart, the 
| doctrine 
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4 a6Arite he had To 1 contended for would 4b. 
re? ford, in the moſt trying ſeaſon. * 
Wy The world is well acquainted with the Pe SIS 3 
1 luable accompliſhments that were in him; but his * 2 
in love, his unfeigned love to the evangelical docttne in. 
nd of free ſalvation, and eternal life given in Chiſt 
bh Jeſus, to the moſt guilty, was the baſis of tt 
A chriſtian friendſhip that ſubſiſted between us. 1 
irs BN firſt letter I received from him, Ms of ſuch a n. 
Ve ture, that I could not but ſay, as ſoon as I had rea 
aſs it, the Lord has graciouſly given me a friend, for th 
to truth's ſake ; „ 


0 as our union will ſubſiſt beyond the grave. | 
be checked by one preſent, as being too 2 in m 
i expectations; but, however, it has proved a truth 

his as it began, ſo it continued, the truth, the valuabl 
8 and important, though deſpiſed truth, was at the 
nt bottom of all his regard; in this was his fellowſhip 
K. ſo valuable; it would, I think, be ungrateful in *' 
0 not to make a memorial of it; names and partie: 
75 were of ſmall account with him, the precious truth 
TE was his pearl, and where he found ir, there his heart 


was knit. He was not a barely complaiſanit, but 
faithful friend, ſuch as would not liſten to the falſe 
ſuggeſtions, and idle whiſpers of any, who think- 
ing his regard too great an honour for me, would 
ſtrive to break it off; in this I proved him one who 
loved his mater, loved his cauſe, and paſlingeby 
the diſtinctions made in this world, loved Jeſus in 
his witneſſes and members. Though nature feels 
concern, when I remember him as departed ; yet I 
muſt acknowledge *tis matter of rejoicing, he is 
only gone before to thoſe bleſt manſions, where I 


Joice irh bim in chat everlaſting hee "vol 
ne. we Contended for on earth. e 
s, g, this dear man he was an honour 
5 Kot ſincere, chriſtian 4, and ſuck a M 
| alf of the moſt important, and ins 
ſting fe .C religion, that will not-;cafilyy 
zin be 8 And the beſt wiſh 1 Can think of 
nk r. loſs, is, that you may n 

in your farmly another Fler. 10 e 
I 1 W. fare ſpirit anch truth. For my part, hen 
7 59 Wes . 1 remember his pame, # muſt ſay with David, 
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J. Aphoriſms concerning Aſſurance of Faith, ramp, up at 


. he, Requeſt of Mr. Herwey, and deſigned to recoricile differing 
SBentiments, on that im eimer; Foipt, ig b -II. A Pre: 
ervative in Dangerous Times; containing three etters.” 1. T0 

Mr. James Nelly, relative to his niifleacillg Principles. 2. 10 
Mr. Jabu Mad, in Reſpect of conditional Salvation. 3. T0 

pi Fir. John Weſley, in Anſwer to his Letter againſt Theron and 4 
Le. To be Sold at the Places mentioned in ache ride. * 34 2 
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